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ABSTRACT :
A proposed Spanish-speaking pilot broadcasting
program in the Los Angeles area is described in this prosrectus. The
purpose of Americas Unidas, a proposed non-profit California
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
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THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG-
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN-
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU-
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1. What is the approximate number of Spanish-speaking
Americans in the United States, including its territories,
dependencies and Puerto Rico? Where dc they live? What
are the facts concerning levels of education? Standards

of living? Income? How do these ractors compare with those
for the population as a whole?

2. What are the general and specific educational needs of
" Spanish-speaking Americans? What is currently being done to
supplyv those needs? ‘

3. How can audio-visual educationazl materials help supply
the educational needs of Spanish-~speaking Americans?

4, What is being done in research, development, production
and distribution of Spanish language audio-visual materials?
What is available? What specific needs does such material
serve? To whom is it directed? How is it made available

to the Spanish-speaking American public?

5. What is the experience of other countries in research,
development and production of educational audio-visual materials?
What is their experience in distribution of such materials? What
Spanish language audio-visual materials are available from
sources outside the United States? What is the nature and
quality of such materials? What needs are they intended to
serve? '

6. What is the experience of such countries as Spain and Italy
in the use of television for public education? What audio-
visual materials have been effective in public education through
television? Why? What sort of television programming has
proved most effective for purposes of public education?

7. What information is available concerning the use of tele~-
vision for educational purposes? For purposes of educating
the general public? What sort of audio-visual materials have
been most effective for this purpose? What sort of overall
television programmning has been most effective? -

8. What is the experience of the television cable systems .

in the use of cable television for purposes of educating the
general public? What research and development has been done?"
.What information is available? Has cable television been used
effectively for this purpose? How? Does cable television have

.



any unique features or characteristics which make it particu-
larly useful in dellverlng educational audio-visual materials
to the general public?

9. What sort of physical delivery system does cable television
have at the present? W.at sort of system does it expect to
establish in the foreseeable future? What new technological
developments exist which will affect cable television? What

. developments are expected in the foreseeakle future?

10. What delivery or broadcasting systems exist for both
commercial and cable television which might serve as a delivery
system foxr Spanish-language educatlonal audio-visual materials? -
What is antlglpated’

11. What schools, churches, community groups and other organi-
zations or institutions exist which might use Spanish language
gducational audio-visual materials if such materials were
available?

12. How might high-quality Spanish language educational audio-
visual materials be used effectively outside the United States?
Who would such users be and how would they galn access to

the materials?

13. VWhat Spanish lancuage educaticnal audio-visual materials ,
are available which were financed or produced by the United States
Government or one of its agencies? What is' the nature and qual-
ity of such materials? Who uses them? How effective are they?

" How are they made available to the public?

14.. What is the function of the National Audio-visual Center

in Washington, D.C.? What Spanish language educational materials
are available from the National Andiovisual Center? Which of
those materials are available in both Spanish and English?

15. How are films distributed by the National Audiovisual
Center made available to the public? What guidelines does

the Center use in determining whether to sell, rent or loan

its films? - Are any Spanish language educatlonal films available
free of charge° If so, to whom?

16. How are the'programming needs of commercial television
met? Where is the programmlng" produced? Who produces it?
What 1s the approx1mate cost?

17. 1Is productlon of Spanlsh lahguage educational films and

other audlo-v1sual materlals commerc1ally feas1ble°. If not,
why not?. :




18. What research and development has been done in the production
of health educatipn £ilms? Other audio-visual materials? Wwhat
materials have proved most effective in educating the public

in health matters? What sort of television programming is

most effective for this purpose? Why might television be an
effective means of delivering health education audio-visual
materials to the public? To the Spanish-speaking public

in particular? _ - ' : X

19. What areas and subjects are most important in developing
a program for research, development and production of Spanish
language educational audio-visual materials? Why? What are
suggested programs for (1) education of Spanish-speaking
children; (2) health education; (3) language (instruction in
both English language and Spanish); (4) integration of members
of the Spanish-speaking public into the culture and society
of the United States; (5) instruction of Spanish-speaking
people in practieal-skills, trades, etc. :

—5
20. Why is it appropriate that the United States Government
finance a program for research, development and production
of Spanish language audio~visual educational materials?

21. What benefits could be derived from such a program, apart
from education of the Spanish-speaking public,in the areas of:
(a) use of television for public education;
(b) use of audio-visual materials for health education;
(¢} improvement of international relations and education
of peoples outside the United States? '

22. To what extent might an organization whose function is

to research, develop and produce Spanish language educational
films and other audiovisual materials become wholly or partially
self-sustaining? What income .could be realized from the sale
and rental of such materials to users (commercial and cable
television, schools, community organizations, government
agencies, etc.) in the United States and in other countries?
What is the potential worldwide market for such materials?

What is the financial experience of the National Audiovisual
Center with respect to gross receipts, expenses of operation,
costs of production, etc. What sort of inventory would be nec-
cessary before such organization could become self-supporting

in any significant way? What is the estimated cost of production
of such inventory? : '
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AMERICAS UNIDAS

PILOT BROAD CASTING PROGRAM

It may be advisable for Americas Unidas to engage in a
pilot broadcasting program in the Los Angeles area. l.os Angeles
offers:

(1) a large potential audience of Spa.nish— speaking
people whose living standards, educational
levels and needs are someWhat typicé.l_ of
Spanish-speaking Americans in other locations;
(2)access to the great pool of talent necessafy
to the creation and production of high-quality
films and w};dvg%tape s;
(3)access to the educatio‘n.al resources of great - | °
| urﬁversities and medical i‘esources of such
organizations as City of Hope;
(4) coop~eration of kéy corﬁponenté of the cable
television industry. |
A pilot broadcasting program in Los Angeles would involve:
(1) AAcquivsition of a cable‘telAevisionb channel
in Los Angeles and the teéhnicai and admin-
istrative (aﬁd financial) assistance ne’cess'ar‘y
to the créafiQn a.n.dbyopc‘_eij.ati.‘on of‘"a.‘n’ ""educa-

tional'" television station speéifica11y~’oriented




to the local Spanish-speaking community.

(2) Organization of an effective program designed
to assist community members in aqqui.ring
hookups and subscriptionslto cable television.

(3) Acquisition of high-quality materials from
worldwide sources which have particul.ar
educational or entertainment value.

(4) Production of live shows of partilcular eaucational
.and/or entertainment value to the audience.

(5) Production of new educational films and videétapes.

(6) Programming man.agement designed for most
effective use of thé channel and the materials
for the overa}l eduéational purp:ose of the organ-
iz?.tion.

(7)“F‘un(i—raising and other projects designed to obtain
the pa..rticipa.tion and involvement of members of the
local community and some financial support frqm
the community itself.

An educational broad’casting station for Spanish-speaking people
in the Los Angeles area; operated as a part of the overall functions of
Americas Unidas, could become a vital, living institution fo;' the °
education, culture, health é.nd ’geﬁeral-vjmprc.)vément of the corrilﬁunitsr

it serves. We would seek the continuing participation and involvement
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_ éf those persons and organizations in the community who have sorme-
thing of value to contribute to the ‘t?:road educational purpose of the
organization. The community its;alf should feel that the station is
something for them--something which comes in part frpm them and
_whi.ch is directed to their needs as they know them to ‘}‘ae-~an‘d not
something which is imposed upon therﬁ from without by an unseen

alien power. Community participation, involvement and .;ommitment
could be of vast importaﬁce to the effectiveness of the entire program.
It would help métivgte the audience fco_watch the educationai programs..
It would help supply funds nécessary for the operation of the program,
through commuﬁity fund-raising projects. It would provide a constant
vital interaction between the station, the community and those persons
~and organizations to whom the station would serve as a stage or forum.
And it would heip" to make 'grasé—:roots trugh of .the real people and their
needs thé testing ground of the léffectivqmiss of the enti.rel broadcasting

operation.



AMERICAS UNIDAS

STATEMENT OF THE CONCEPT

Americas Unidas will be a California non‘pfofit corporation formed
for the purpose of doing research and development, pfoduction, distril;mtion
and broadcasting of educational films é.nd other audiovisual materials fov
the purpose of educating Spanish~speaking Americans,

e Some of the programs and activities the organization will be concerned
with are as follows:

(1) Research and development .in the creation and production of the
most effective educational films and other audiovisual materials
possible vx;hich are specifically oriented towards educational
needs of Spanish-speaking Americans. |

(2) Production of such materials, making use of primarily Spanish-
speaking casts and crews.

(3) Acquisition an(i selection of relevant educational materials from
‘worldwide sources which are consistept with the purpose and
standards of the organiiation.

(4) Making the materials available to the public in this country.

Users will include cable and non;cable television, educational

instituti‘ons, industry, churches, community action groups, etc.,

uéing g{lidelines somewhat similaf;to thése established by the

| Na.tional Audiovis.ual Céh'c.er in Washington, D: C. That is, the

;x:a;;ckér’ials are 'for“sale, réntﬂ or‘l‘oan;to qi;aliﬁéd user;."
(5)‘M_a.kix‘1'g “t’he: r@atériéléé&aila%ﬁle to ‘u’sers in ©ther couptriés

o . : o (sale, rental or loan) .




experts in the fields of Latin affairs, governmex.lt, education, films,
educational films, television, sociology, psychology, etc.

-Some of the érggrams and activities the organiéation will be

concerned with arem;as’follows:

(1) Research and development in the creation and production
of the most effective educational films and othe; audio-
visual rhaterials possiktle which are spécifically oriented
towards educational needs of Spanish-speaking Americans.

(2) Production of such materials, making use of primarily
Sf)anish- speaking casts and crews.

(3) Acquisition and selectioﬁ -of rele.vant educat;ioAﬁ'al materials
from worldwide sources which are consistent with the
purpose and standards of the organization,

.(4) Making the materials available to the public in this country,
Users will»incélude cable énd non-cable television, educa-
tional institutions, industry, éh}lrchés, community action
groups, etc., using guidelines somewhat similar to those
established by the National Audiovisual Center in Washington,v
D.C. "That is, the materialé are fér sale, réﬁt or loan to
‘qualified users. |

‘(5) Making the rna.teriél’s avail#blé to users.in other countries

(sale, rental or loan)..




(6) Acquisition of cable television channels in areas coﬁtaining
significant numbers of Spanish- speaking peopic. Obtain:
the hookups and the technical and financial assistance
necessary to establish a éy:stem of effective delivery of
educationally-oriented programming to the Spanish-
speaking public, | |

(7) Establish a continuing program of research axlld developrheﬁt
for the purpose of designing the mosf effective éducational
television programming possible.

The organization will be concerned with the following major

phases of activ'ity: |

(1) Research and Development.

Our organization will be primarily concerned wi*h educa-

tional software. Among the questions Wé_will be concerned

with are the following: |

(a)How to create and pl;oduce the materials which are as
effeg;j:ive as possible and which are directed toWa.r'ds the
real needs of the community wh'ich we seek to serve;

(;D)How .to érrange the entire p.rogré.rnming on a television
station so thé.t the people will ac»trua.lly watch the educa-
tional mate rials we ‘will rr;ake available through_bfbad- '
casting; |

(c)How to most effectively distfibute the educational . :




materials in anys other than television broadcasting.
(2)' Production
We vx./ill produce a significant number and variety of éduca~
tional films and other audiovisual materials in such fields

as health, language, education and culture, human rela-
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tions, social sciences, safety, science, and on; and trade
.t.raining. We will produce individual films and entire
Hcourses' in all of the abcve-mentioned areas. Besides
actual production, we will gather and select relevant
exis.ting materials from world-wide sources and make
these available to our users.

(3) Distribution

In addition to our broa»dcasting activities, we will attempt
to actively distribute our inventory to television (cable and
non-cable), educational instituﬁons, indusj:ry, gov'ernment
and the general pu‘blic. Our objective is to achieve the most
efficient use of our aud_i_évisué.l materiais. These materials
will be for sale, rent or loan to qualified users. For
example, a job—tra.injné course will be fpr‘ sa}.e or rent toA
an industrial user. Health education films will be available
free of charge on é loah'ba‘svi‘s’to a church i;r comn_iunity ‘
“'actiion»”grgup. Wé ij‘i1:'e§1d to éygntgglly dis'tlr-‘i»bui_:e‘ fqyuser&s

~on a worldwide basis. We expect revenues derived from




. the sale and rental of the materials to educational

titutions, industry, foreign governmental agencies,
etc, to éna.ble us to eventually be self-sustaining, at
least in part. Additional revenues should be generated
from the television broadcasting activities of the organ-
ization.

(4) Broadcasting

We hope to obtain a cable television channel for the Log
Angeles area. We hope to evehtually obtain similar
channels for all éreas of thfe United States which contain
significant numbers of Spanish-speaking people. | We hope
to use these stations‘and our fiims and audiovisual mater-
ials in a broad program of public education through the
media of television. This will be an experiment in mass
education in é. way and on'a scale which has never before
been attempted.
All of this will obviously require a substantial amount of money.
We will seek grants and donations from government, private foundations‘,
industry and local commﬁniti'es. We will be heii)ing others to'help
themselves and we will be at least paftially self-sﬁstaining after a
"c‘e'rta.inv point in our inventory buildup and distfibﬁtion organization.

Insofar as local communities are concerned, in those areas vwhere we




ay

have an active educational broadcasting station, we intend to involve
local Spanish-speaking communities in fund-raising and in participation

in the educatjonal activities and programs of the organi:ation.




